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BY EDITH DABJTEY TLNIS.
AS LONG as there ls an Old

Domlnlon, or as long as there
exists one man or woman to
boast hlm or herself a true
Vlrglnlan, the old Vlrginla

churches will live among the most rev-

ered and hallowed memories of 'a

glorious Commonwealth.
Beglnnlng with the old tower at

Jamestown, there remain to-day more

than a score of these sacrcd edmces
bullt by the early settlers who plantec
the first shoot of Engllsh clvlllzatlor
ln Vlrginla soll.

Jnnscatown.
Tho Jamestown Church, dedicatet

May 9, 1907. was erected by the So
clety of Colonlal Damcs as a memoria
and protection to the rulna of th<
churches of 1639 and 1642, tho pre
served foundations of which are visibb
behind the Iron rallings on the in
terior, of the new church. Mr. Ed
ward Wheelrlght, of Boston, the ar

chitect. faithfully followed as well a

posslblc, and as far as lnformatloi
from a study of the origlnal founda
tiona could be had, the lines and plan
of the churches of 1617, 1639 an

1642. The old chancel has been lef
untouched, the tower ls supposed t

be the remalns of the ohurch destroye
durlng Bacoh's Rebelllon, or what
perhaps more llkely, those of on

bullt just after that event. Some c

the sacred vessels of the first Jame:
town Church are stlll to be seen. Tl"
silver challce, paten and' alms basl
inscrlbed: "For the Use of James Cll
Parlsh Church." are ih cfyarge of tl
vestry at WUilamsburg, but shou
,lames City Parlsh ever revive, mu:
be ret,urned to it. A silver plate, pa
of the communlon service presented 1
Governor Edmond Andros in 1694, ati
exists, belonging also to the churi
of Virginia. Other pieces of old churi
furniture now in use are a silver va:

and baptlsmal font, presented by tl
Jaquelins in 1733. which, when an a

of Assembly ordered the sale of churi
property in 1785, pa.ssed by right
private donation to Mr. John Ambli
a descendant of Edward Jaquell
Thanks to the Society for the Preserv
tlon of Vlrginla Antlquities, the grav
yard ls no longer in a state of chaot
ruin, and the sycamore and mulber
trees towcring around and above
afford dense shade for the qulet slee
ers ln this hlstorlc spot.

St. Luke'n, SiuMhtleld.
Contemporary with tho second chur

at Jamestown, though bullt a 1
earller, in 1639, St. Luke's, in Smlt
fleld, Uves to-day the oldest church
Arnerlca. Tho workmanship of tl
church is truly remarkable, the n

terial, of course, havlng been broue
from abroad, the present condlti
proving all to have been of tho be
The extraordinarlly thlck walls a

hlgh tower riemlnd one somewhat
an Engllsh' castle and promlse to li
yet for many years to come. As ty
most of the old churches. St. Luk
ls in the plcturesquo settlng of
grove of trees. In 1737. the roof v

reshlngled, since when the "Br
Church," as it was known in ea

days, has had but few repairs, r

lives to-day as lt did three centur
ago.

St. .Tnlin'N, Hnnipton.
Havlng felt the flres and strife

three wars, St. John's Church, Har
ton, knows now' the peaceful exlste
of a qulet town. Bullt somewhere
tweon 1660 nnd 1667, when Hamp
Parlsh was called by the Indlan nn
Klchotan, St. John's was used at

barracks ln the War of 1812, and fi
then to 1824 went rapldly to dec
All the church furniture was lc
the doors, windows and floors
gone, leavlng nothing but bare w
and a leaky roof, whlle the gra
yard was lost in a tanglo of shr
bery, ln 1824, however, the chu
was repalred, and on January 8, 1
was conseerated by Bishop Moore, si
when lt has been one of the n

prosperous and inlorestlng churche:
tho country.

Weat ever. »'
On that portion of tho Westc

plantation known as Evelynton
stonds Westover Church, bullt by
onel Byrd ln 1690, in accordance -\

tho law passed hy Governor Yeari
ln 1621, requlring a hoiise of wor:
-and burying ground to bo bullt on

plantatlons. Tho church, was move
its present slte in 1731, at the o

of tho wifo of the thlrd- Wllllam B
for the convenlence- of tho parlshlor
Federal cavalry troops tised tho sa

bulldlng aa a stable durlng the (
War, eausing cruel damago to the
terior. Since thnt tlme ropalrs 1
been made, and the altar ut which
Byrds and other ownefs o£ tlto
estato worshlped is honored and
orenced by thoso who come from N
and South, froujj this country
abroad.

Wiire t'lmrch.
In hlstorlc. Gloucestor county, fc

aa tho true ablding place of Powlit
ls old Wars Church, bullt suppo*
in 1693, though which, In the nieain
hns been more than once ropa
When tho new oha'ncel floor was pi
in 1854, many tombatdnes sho
qtiaint and curlous epltaphs wern
ered. Tho graveyiud, in the mldi
which the chiirch 1h plaoed, is
cloaocl bv tho customary wall of
kUah Anaegraaca. iairly woll cro«»)

and holds numerous and rare old mon-
uments.

Grnce Chnrcb, Yorktown.
Probably Grace Church, Yorktown,

has known atormler days than any ln
Amerlca, havlng been bullt about 1700,
the' mate'rlal belng of that partlcular
klnd ot marl stone taken from the
hills in the viclnity. In 1781 the wln-
dows and pows were broken and de-
stroyed by Cornwallls, and the. church
used as a magazine, and from then
untll it -was burned ln 1815,,thls once
falr acre of God's saw sad days. But
the burnlng only served to make the
stone stronger and flrmer, so lt wai

easlly rebullt, and this tlme the wlngi
formlng the T wore left off, leavlng ar

oblong nave. Durlng the flre the bel
reputed to have been prcsented bj
Quoen Anne waa' broken, and the blti
afterwards placed in the vestry-room
Tliey Were dlscovered ln Phlladelphli
after the Clvll War by Rev. Mr. Nich
olson, belng later recast, and ln 188:
the new bell, made of the old, was re

hung ln tho churchyard.
St. Peter'n, Xew Kent.

In New Kent. whlch, unfortunately
knows no longer the prosperity o

olden days, Is St. Peter'a Church, dat
ing back to 1703, though tho vestr;
books ot the parlsh opened In 168.
The cost of St. Peter'a Is said to hav
(been 14G.000 welght of tobacco, an
thls dld not include the steeple, whlc
wbb added twelve years later.

Yeocomlco.
One of the most Interestlng of a!

Vlrglna churches ls Yeocomlco, 1
! Westmoreland county. Bullt ln 170i

the edlfice was repalred about 180i
after the Revolutlonary troops quai

. tered there ln watchlng the Brltlsh o
$!the Potomac were wlthdrawn. Durln
11 thelr Btay the troops wrought have
- wlth Ihe godly bulldlng, not onl
njUElng the communion table as a butel
11 er8' block, but maklng of the larj
t and beautlful marble font a bowl
j whlch to brew thelr punch. Thanks
I a Presbyterlan, Mr. Murphy, whoi
s estate of thousands of acres surrount
a ed the church, thls sacred furnltu:
f was regalned and restored to Yeoo
-j mlco. The bulldlng 1b a blt rough ai
e rude ln appearance, though ln ve:
n good repair. Over tho front door tl
yldate 1706 is carved. The church w
a; used by the Methodtsts from 1814
el! 183-1, and by both Eplacopallai
itjand Methodlsts till 1842. Su
.t roundod as lt is by rarely beautlf
y trees, wlth the old brlck wall slow
II cruinbllng away, Yeocomlco, wlth
h graveyard fllled wlth desolate tom
h huddled closely together, and wltli t
;e intense solltude pervadlng the entl
le place, mlght well stand for Kirk All
Jt-| way, of "Tam o' ShanteP" fame.
h Enatern Shore Chnpel.
)v The exact age of the Eastern She
r, Chapel, ln Lynnhaven Parlsh ls n

jt- known, though the parlsh Itself w

t-j established before 1642, Cape Hen
3- belng tho first place where service w
io held in Amerlca, as lt was the fli

*?| landlng polnt of the early settlers.
'tj repalrs were made to the Eastern She
P- Chapel ln 1725, the date of bulldl

must havo been some tlme prevlous
that year. While regular service

,hino longer held ln lt, tho church ls si
J'jt|used occaalonally, belng at thls li
n. date ln fairly good repair.
ln « Mruton.
lisi But of all the old places of worsl:
a"!Bruton Parlsh Church has been loni
ht; in cbntlnuous use than any. Bullt
3nil710, the ediflco one secs to-day «h
st-! tered the pews and transepts of
n<' -.condorful men who carved a great
01 publlc from Engllsh domlnlon and ne

lBtj found lands. Some very dreadful
tn'palrs were made in 1840, complet
o's.j turnlng tho church around. The be;

^jtiful cruclform was changed to
a<3 awkward by a partltlon wall be
clt thrown across the churcb, The ch
'ly cel was moved from the east end, wh
na lt had stood for 126 years, and
losjnave used merely as a Sunday-sch

The Jntertor was fanclfully decorat
the pulpit and flagstone alsle remo

0(|and the tower used as a coal bln.

,p.lln 1905, thanks to the eXforts of I

Church Problems pf To-Day.
BY' THE REV. J. J. GRAVATT,

Ilector of Holy Trlnlty Church, Hlehmoud.

For Monie years the church luta been greatly lnterested In 'the nlnrm
Ing couditlon of H.u-iul uud fnmlly llfe In thla country, cauaed by tho lurg
iiiiiulx-r of ulVoreea, At the General Conventlon in Uoatou a more atrlngeu
cunou wu» pumhvU, whlch hua doubtleaa done much sood. Ilut it ia evldcu
that iiiuiiy lu the church are not autUned wlth tbe present leglalatlun, a

tbe propoaed cunou furblddlng the clergy to renutrry any dlvorced peraou
(for whlch ilfty-onc out of aeventy-four blahopa voted) was defeuted In th
Houae of Deputlea "by dlvldcd dioceaea havlng a yoeltlve vote ln tbe ordc
of tbe clergy of liO to 21, nnd o( the lalty of 25 to 24." It la mors llkelj
tlit-rcforc, thut thla dlacuaalon wlll be before the comlBg conventlon, an

nll the more ao aa In the puat three j-i-ura there have been moatt llugruu
Inatunuca of deflnuce of all rellgloua obllgHtlona und of peraonal nioralit:

Ilccuuac of the unfortuuutc notorlety of u trlal for bereay, the qneatio
of u court of nvpcula wlll demuud moat aerloua conaldemtiou at the hund
of the approaeblng conventlon.

One of the woat Important problenw now before the church la aa t
the beat uiethoa of reachlng and luttuenclng for good the large nuntbc
of neicroea lu thla country. The uegroea are uaklng for m blahop ot thei
owu race_lu other worda, thut nilaalouury Jurlatllctlon bc act npurt ln
rtluccae or lu a group of dioceaea, to be prealded over by a nevro blahop. O
tliia ¦imttcr there is « orrcut. altterence of oplnlou. Some are atrongl
oppoaed, whlle about aeveu dioceaea, huvtng negro work, tlealre It.

Aa ulwnya, so now, the great und burulug questlon before the rhurt
1m tlie t'viiuKHUull»u of the world. Aa never before, a wuve of uilaalonui
lutercat la piiMHlna over the church. The ftelde are whlte to the bnrvea
lu uwihberleaa wnys, under God'a providence, doora are open lo the Chrl
tlnu mlaalonury. Une moat hopeful algn ia the large and iateUlgent late
CHt now taken In thla aubject by Ihe men of tbe church. At the Uoatu
ctmveutlou lt wum clecided thut the uien ahould present an oifertng
liicbinouil for mlaaioua, ua n thuuk-ollcrlng .for God's merclea and blea

lugH l<> Ihla church und country tlurlug tbe »00 years ,«f our hlalory. J

U umiiiiI at Ihe meetluic of (he Gcucrul Conventlon, iiiisslouarlea from th
liiutl uud from forclun counlrlua wlll come to tell of thelr work and flelt
At thla con ventlon the iccucrul acerclary of the Houril of Mlaalona, the IU
Dr, l.loyd, after h tuur of the uiUaiou uelda ut home and nbroud, wlll ti
ot whnl he hua ««-fii uud hcurtl.

Pcuiillur lnicrc»l wlll uttuch to the historical aervlcea of thla co

vt-iiUnu, uh thla yeur la the aootli unulveranry of the plantlng of the chur
in thla couulry. Whut Jutucalown hua iinunt for thla land wlll duubtlt
be "cmiihnslsetl. We will be fortumitc tn havlng with 'ua Ihe Blahop
l.tiniiou, who uui only hr.e u uioat Intereatlng peraonnllty, but repreaen
llio >.<c whlch held JurUdluGun over the Colouial church la thla country

Wllllam A. R. Goodwln, , the present
rector, a restoratlon took place, and
once more tho church was glven the
former colonial appearance. The cost
was |27,000, the work belng done wlth
absolute fldellty to the origlnal con-
structlon, and to-day the beautlful
edlftce graccB Wllllamsburg wlth the
lino8 and deslgn of 1710. The red vel-
vet canopled pew of the Governora ls
a memorial to Alexander Spottswood,
Under whose admlnlstration the church'
waS bullt, and whose name is em-
broidered ln gold upon the canopy top;
the chalr ln the pew s n memory of
Lord Botetourt. On Chrlatmas and
Easter Day the old communion service
of the first Jamestown Church ls used
whlle once every month that presented
by George IV. The silver-gold service
glven by Quecn Anne ls also stlll at
Bruton. The font is that taken from
Jamestown, from whlch Pocahontas is
said to have been baptlzed. The grave-
yard is much larger than the majorlty,
the tomba the oldest ln the country,
whlle tho wall surroundlng all is won-
derfully well proserved, though bullt
ln 1754.'

Vauter's.
Next ln age to Bruton ls qualnt

Vauter's Church, ln Essex. On a
branch of Blackburn's Creek, tho brlck
church was erccted ln 1731, and havlng
been twice repatred, is ln a good state
yet, for whlle the wai ls are somewhal
cracked over doors and wlndows, wltl

1 proper care the edlfice wffl serve manj
gcncrations. The church stands on thi
Garnett estate, and but for Mrs. Mus-

)'t coe Garnett, who, when she heard tha
brlcks and stones were belng carrlet
away, threatened to prosecute the nex

g offender, Vauter's would prBbably havi
shared .the sad fate'of efther colonla
church es.

Chrlat Church, Lancaater.
Christ C.hurch, Lancaster county

whlch was bullt ln 1732 by Robert
known as "Klng" Carter, at hts owi
expense, deservea partlcular' mentloi

1- owlng to the paat hlstory and presen
condltlon. SInce 1732 but few repair
have been made, ar.d the staunch wall

id of three foot thlckness, are ye
sound, whlle the majorlty of the glas
ln the large wlndows ls that origlnal

is ly placed there, The bul'dlng ls c
to cruclform ^.shape, the whole nort
is crosB, wlth tho large pew near th
r- altar belng reserved for the Cartei
ul for all tlme. The freestone flaggln
ly ls smooth and solld; the old hlgt
t« back pews are stlll to be seen, an
bs the walnut communion table show
118 few of the scars of tlme. Not a roun

from the chancel rall has dlsappearee
the very beautlful font and old cedc
dlal post belonglng to the flrBt churc!
and Inscrlbed wlth the name- and da1
"John Carter, 1702," are ln thelr olt

ot. tlme places. Christ Church ls sltuate
ln the customary grove of trees; tl

ry brlck wa>U, whlch unfortunately ahovt
as slgns of ruln, as well as the toml
** stones, the largest, rlchest and hea>
_? lest ln the country belng placed hei

over "Klng" Carter and his two wlve
"s Tho perfoct materlal, faultless worl
,° manshlp and beautlful deslgn. ltitt

shame the modern archltects and cau;

just prlde to those who count amor
thelr ancestors the man who had bo
the wealth and the deslre to ere
such a temale of God. >

ip, ^ Blandford. /
;er Blandford nerds but a passlng me
in *tlon, Its lvy-crowned walls and ruln.
ol- g-raveyard of 1737 belng only too w<
-lie known to natlve and allen allke
re- the Hnes written upon the lnterlor
w- some unknown poet in 1841:
re- **
ely Thou art crumbllng to tbe dust, c
IU_ Pile, etc.
an ii^andford ls no longer in use sa

ing for an occaslonal funeral service, a
m- but for the vlalts of the casual tour
ere °r stranger guest lta doors would J
the main unopened, ltself a monument
jol. an irrevooable paat.
ed; St. Paul's, Norfolk.
ved Bullt ln 1739, servlng as a refu
3ut for women and chlldren when Dti
:ev. more'a fleat Btormed Norfolk; battet

by a ball flred from the frtgate Llver-
pool, New Year's Day, 1778, St. Paul's,
ln the mldat of Its cllnglng Ivy and
rare old graveyard, glveB promlse of
servlng yet many generatlons to come.
A cannon ball ls stlll embedded
in a eorner of the- eastorn gable,
where lt ls an object of Interest to all
comers. The burylng-ground ls car-'
peted ln sprlngtlme wlth buttercupsj
a fountaln play* quletly in the oentre,
and the lvled trunk of a weeping wll-,
low brought as a sapling from tha
grave of Napoleon, ls planted beneath
the restlng place ot the frigate's can¬
non ball.

Aqula.,
On a hlgh emlnence on the road be«

tween Alexandria and Fredeflcksburg,
stands old Aqula Church, erected ln
the year 1757, from the gallery of
whlch superb vlews of the Potomaa
and Rappahannock are to be had. Cu-
rlously enough thls cruclform church,
wlth Its noble and imposlng exterlor,
ls of two storoes, an observatory being
placed on the top, whlch is reached
by a stairway from the gaUery. ln
1860, at a cost' of $1,800, it was re-.
paired through the Interest and gen-
oroslty of'the Moncure famlly. Tha
gallery of Aqula was bullt ln accord-
ance wlth the Engllsh custom of ap-
proprtatlng the gallerles to tho rlch
and noble; a custom whlch began wlth
the royal famlly in St. George's Church,
Windsor, and was followed ln Vlrglnla*

Trlnlty.
Portsmouth clalms an old church ln

Trlnlty, bullt ln 1762, on a lot ln what
was then tho very centre of the town^
the donor of the lot belng Wllllam
Crawford. He're again ls notlced the*
usual cross shepe ot Colontal cburchesr
but instead of the exterlor of Trlnlty
being of the customary brlck, the walla
are of stucco, dark wlth age. Numer-
ous repalrs have been made on the in-
terlor, thls church havlng been, as lt
is now, in almost continuous use,

Ablngdon.
Tlie present Ablngdon Church, in'

Mathews county, stands near where the
origlnal dld. 1760 ls cut'dver the door.
but whethor It was bullt In that year br'
not no one seems to know. About half
a century ago, or perhaps stlll longer,"
the edltlce was repalred by Colbnel
Lewls, of Eagle Point, whose famlly
was always closely Identlfled wlth thls
parlsh.

Christ Church, Alexander.
Tho olde8t and most cherlshed church

in Alexandria is Christ Church, re-
vered as the place of* worshlp of the
Immortai Washington and lneomparablg
Lce.' The mural tablets on elther side
of the chancel are memorlals to tha/'
two members of the church, most loved
and honored of all Vlrglnlans. In
order to build the church ln 1765, a ;tax:
of 31,185 pounds of tobacco was levledf
upon the parlsh. The hlgh-pttchejR
bulldlng arlmtts of gallerles, and the
mortar tised ln Its constructlon is twor ;;
thlrds lime and one-third sand, exactly.'
the reverse of the proportlons now con-i"-
sldered proper, a' fact whlch undoubt-
edly accounts for the durnblilty of the i
anclent walls. The shingles that arei
stlll left are one, instead of half an '

lnch thlck, ltko those of to-day. J
Though, as has been sald, the church j
admltted of gallerles, they were put/
up only after the Revolutlon.

Pollck.
Next ln ago ls Pollck, or Mt. Vernon !

Church, the date 1773 belng Inscrlbed
on and near the head of one of the
ornamental columns decoratlng the
chancel. When steps wero belng taken,"
towards the repair of Pollck, the foi-'
lowlng plea was used ln a report dls-
trlbuted ln clrcular form': "It was to
thls church that Washlngton for aoma
years regularly repalred; at a dlstanca
of slx or aoven mlles, never permittlng
any corppany to prevent the observ-'
ance of the Lord'o Day. And shall lt
now he permltted to slnk Into ruln
for want of a few hundred dollars to;
arrest the decay already begun? Tho
famllles, whlch once worshlped there1
are indeed nearly all gone, and those
who remaln are not competent to lt*'
complete repair. But there are Immor¬
tai betngs around lt, and not far dls-
tant from lt, who mlght be foreverj
blessed by the word falthfully preached:
thereln." In appearance Pollck la mora
llke a Quaker meetlng-house than an'
Eplscopal church, and the surround-
Ings, which once may have been very
fitttng, seem now both Inadequate and
bare.

Falls.
Falls Church of 1778, so-called from

Its proxlmlty to one of the falls of th*
Potomac, presents much the same
heavy archlteoture aa Pollck, but haa
no gallery, and shows a steeple ot
more reoent date. Thls church wag
deserted by Episcopallans many yearg
ago.

St, Paul's, Klng George.
By far the best example we have ot

the cruclform church ls St. Paul's, ia
Klng George, county. Erected ln 176g
and repalred about 1820, St. Paul'g
stands to-day one ot the most e.on-
venlent and beautlful of the old Vlr¬
glnla temples of God. The communion
service, whlch ls stlll ln use, was pre-<
sented by Colonel Henry Fltzhugh, of
Staftord county.

St. John'a, Rlchmond.
The exact age of St. Johna, Rlch¬

mond, Is queatloned; but that tt wlll
ltvo Immortally as the sanctuary of
patrlotlam and rellglon before and dur¬
lng two dreadful wars ls a fact that
wlll bo undlsputed in all the gonera-
tions to come. It was In St. John'a
that Patrlck Henry shouted: "Glve me
llberty or glve me death," Here. too,
the B-nndolphs, Lees and other uphold-
ei'H of a cause called the cltlzons to
battle. In 178S the church was ln ¦

! very bad condltlon flnanclally. and l»v-
1790 tho vestry paseed a resolutloa
allowlng other denomlnatlons to iiiake
tiBe of it. ln 1828 a propoBltion wa*
made to remove the old church or erect
a new one, Thls, however, cauaed sucb
Indignation that the mlnlster and a
number of the vestrymen reBlgued, tha
rosult belng tbe formatib-n of a aew.
congregation.

ftoxfoHt, Vaj


